Trader Selection – Primary Data Checklist

Before going to the field, an enumerator should have the following:
1. Some experience or practice in price collection, perhaps in a market near the country office

2. A clear understanding of each commodity’s characteristics

a. A procurement officer may want to provide a sample of each commodity that the enumerators can bring with them to markets. 

b. Alternatively, photos of each commodity can be left with each respondent-trader, so that respondents can examine the photo and compare against it during follow-up phone calls.

c. This practice can be especially valuable where local names of varieties vary among communities. 

3. A clear understanding of how to randomly sample retailers and wholesalers within each market

4. A definition sheet of key terms or commodity names, possibly in the local language

5. A list of markets to visit, with information on the days on which each market is open

6. A scale for measuring retail amounts of commodities (e.g., a scale that is capable of measuring up to five kilograms, such as a kitchen scale)

7. If liquids are to be procured, a standard measuring cup for liquids that can hold at least 2 liters

8. A calculator

9. An adequate number of surveys, plus a few extra

10. Ten slips of paper, numbered 10% through 100%, in a bag

11. Clipboard, pens

12. Some cash for purchasing commodities (some traders may not allow an enumerator to measure their products unless she or he purchases them)

13. Possibly a small amount of cash to provide to each trader for air-time for next period’s data collection

14. The contact information of the country office monitoring and evaluation officer in case any issues arise.

